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This is our sixth report to the town council since being elected as district councillors in May
2022. We have continued to work on various matters raised to us either by residents or by local
groups, and have reported any new information that we have to the council in this report.

1) Cambourne High Street development plans

Cllrs Drew and Leeming have continued to seek to move this project forwards, especially
considering that this section of our monthly report has effectively been blank for a number of
months.

However, we are pleased to at least have two pieces of information to share with the town
council and residents regarding our High Street. Firstly, we can report that South
Cambridgeshire District Council’s planning department has been in contact with the developer
to ask if there is any further help that can be given regarding the bringing forward of the
planning application. The answer was a clear no from the developer, but this should not be
taken as evidence of any intention to bring forward the application in the short-term.

Secondly, a statement has been made regarding specific action that can be taken by the council
to increase the commercial viability of the project. Although the project is clearly a private
development which will be funded by the developer in order to deliver a profit through the
provision of shops and flats, we have discussed with the council what can be done to support
residents in Cambourne to finally see their High Street delivered. The one area where the
council can act, apart from ensuring efficient processing of the planning application within the
rules, is the requirement for social housing. South Cambridgeshire District Council has a definite
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policy of seeking to see at least 40% of all housing developments delivered as social housing in
order to support residents in our high-cost area. However, for specific developments which
achieve social benefit in different ways as the High Street development will, the council is willing
to adopt a more flexible approach to the social housing requirement. This approach will be
applied, as far as possible, to the development of Cambourne High Street.

We hope that these two actions from the district council can go some way to making the
development more likely to be brought forwards at some time in the near future.

It is important to note that this statement made by Cllrs Drew and Leeming is not to be taken as an
official position statement that influences the decisions of the planning committee of South
Cambridgeshire District Council when the application is considered by the planning authority.

2) South Cambridgeshire Investment Partnership housing development

Cllrs Leeming and Drew have continued to argue the position of the town council and residents
in relation to the housing development proposed for the land opposite South Cambridgeshire
Hall at the far end of Cambourne Business Park. We spent three hours with Councillor Brian
Milnes, Deputy Leader of Council, specifically focussed on the SCIP development and the plans
related to the road access. We walked Councillor Milnes from the council officers down to the
roundabout, then down Sheepfold Lane, through the schools, down Swansley Lane, back to the
town centre, along to the new Cambourne Soul building and then back to the council offices. We
focussed on the following matters:

● The loss of green space for the housing development
● The decision not to link the business park road through to West Cambourne
● The limited road access plans for West Cambourne with just two entrances / exits which

both link to major roads
● The plan to leave the business park road unadopted
● The difficulty of access from Sheepfold Lane for vehicles to the town centre and the

requirement to use the A428 roundabout
● The current dangerous situation of pedestrian and cycle access along Sheepfold Lane
● The delay in opening up the new access to the village college in West Cambourne
● The dangerous cycle access situation in Swansley Lane
● The lack of controlled pedestrian crossings in the town as a whole and specifically the

decision of the county council’s Highways Authority to block the building of the crossing
at Uplands Place

● The imbalance of priorities between motor vehicles and cyclists / pedestrians at road
junctions all cross Cambourne because the paths just stop without any management of
traffic flows



● The dangerous crossing that is required at the dual carriageway on the edge of the
town for students accessing the village college and primary school travelling from
Upper Cambourne.

We also know that representatives of the town council had a meeting with Bridget Smith,
council leader, and Stephen Kelly, Joint Director of Planning and Economic Development,
regarding the plans for the SCIP development and specifically the business park road.

In addition to this we were present in the council meeting where the town council asked a
specific question, and supplementary, regarding the development and the road. We believe that
the unanswered question regarding a suggested discount given to the council on the purchase
of the land by the previous owner in order to fund the building of the road has now been
answered by the council with a clear statement that this is not the case.

Clearly the situation remains very difficult and there is little common ground regarding the
building, or not, of the through road to West Cambourne between the district council and the
town council. Cllrs Drew and Leeming will continue to argue the position of the town council and
residents that this connecting road is needed as part of the development of our town with the
addition of the c2800 houses and c6000 residents that will join our town through the two
developments. However, we are also conscious that although the campaign should not be seen
as ended it is also essential to use the momentum that all parties involved have created to seek
improvements for our town. To this end we are continuing to put pressure on our Liberal
Democrat colleagues at both the district and county councils, as well as the relevant officers, to
make real the promises of “active travel” and sustainable travel for Cambourne. For example,
the almost total absence of controlled pedestrian crossings across our town is simply not good
enough. Three crossings in a town of c12000 people is insufficient and there needs to be a
change of attitude from the county highways authority to prioritising the safety of residents. In
addition to this the patchy nature of the cycle path network with missing sections and
unsurfaced sections is simply not good enough in a town that is not yet even twenty-five years
old. We believe that the prioritisation of cyclists and pedestrians using Cambourne’s network of
paths needs to be raised in comparison to road vehicles. There is relevant legislation that can
deliver for instance lines and continued paths surfaces across road junctions and although it is
easier to apply to completely new developments, it is not impossible to do so retrospectively in
Cambourne.

We will continue to work for the road development through the business park to West
Cambourne, and commit to speaking for this when the SCIP development comes to the planning
committee in 2023. We shall also focus on wider developments for safe and connected travel in
Cambourne that meets the district council’s stated aim of “active travel” which is used to justify
not building the connected road through the business park to West Cambourne.



3) West Cambourne access

Residents in West Cambourne have raised specific concerns with Cllrs Leeming and Drew
regarding access to the rest of the town during the development stage of the new part of the
town. At present there is no access for the c100 residents who have moved into West
Cambourne except to leave via the new roundabout, come down the Caxton road and enter
through Lower Cambourne. This road has a 60mph limit, no lighting and no footpath or
cyclepath. As a result, children attending primary schools in Cambourne are being driven by
parents, and although some secondary school students are cycling this is clearly not
appropriately safe and again car use is required. In addition, there is no bus service or access to
the Starship robot delivery service. Concerns have been raised in regards to residents with
mobility vehicles. The parish nurse has also expressed concern about the mental health impact
of isolation Cllrs Drew and Leeming have visited West Cambourne and spoken to residents and
the developer regarding the situation.

We have written to the SCDC planning department about this matter and received a reply. The
emails are detailed below. We will continue to push for a safe path to be opened up as soon as
possible.

● Email sent to Stephen Kelly (SCDC Planning), Cllr Bridget Smith (Leader SCDC), Cllr Bill Handley (Cabinet Member
for New Towns SCDC): 13th November 2022.

Stephen

Cllr Leeming and I have been in discussion with residents of the new development of West Cambourne regarding problems
of access to the rest of Cambourne. Indeed, the problems being experienced are so significant that one resident sought
out Helene in Morrisons whilst she was shopping with her children.

At present there is no way for residents of West Cambourne to access the rest of the town except by leaving West
Cambourne and coming down the main road that operates as the Caxton bypass until it reaches the roundabout
entrance to Lower Cambourne. There is no footpath or cycle path on this road, and the speed limit is 60 mph with no
street lights.

We have spoken to residents in West Cambourne including a family who drive their daughters to primary school every day
because they quite rightly are not prepared to cycle with them on the road.

We are also aware of children who attend Cambourne Village College who are cycling up and down this road each day
before and after school. This is clearly not a safe route to school for them. As I have said it is a fast road with no cycle path
and no street lights. Despite all the efforts of their parents and their school, young people are sadly notorious in their
inability to behave in a manner which ensures their own safety. It is our responsibility to acknowledge this and protect
them.

Therefore at present we have created a situation which forces residents to use their cars to simply access basic services in
their town. Although there are clearly plans to have cycle and pedestrian routes through to the rest of Cambourne, these



are not open. Therefore please can you tell me when the safe routes from West Cambourne to the rest of Cambourne will
be opened. I am sure there is a specific schedule for this and it would be good to be able to share this with residents.

However, if there is no intention to open up safe access routes to the rest of Cambourne for many more months, then we
will be coming back to you as the planning service to ask for action to be taken to protect the safety of West Cambourne
residents sooner. It would not be acceptable for conditions to exist that simply benefit the developers in simplifying their
building schedules at the expense of the safety of the residents of West Cambourne.

Thank you

● Reply from Stephen Kelly: 22nd November 2022.

Dear Cllr Drew & Cllr Leeming,

Thank you for your email. The Shared Planning Service is aware of this issue and indeed James Truett in our team has
been pressing Taylor Wimpey on this issue for several months now. James has been meeting with Stephanie Moffat from
Ellipsis and has sought to propose a number of options. From his site visit last week, it is clear that there are a number of
options to address this issue – see yellow outlines to routes along site edge. James advises…

“I also visited the site this week and could see that a primary shared use path is also constructed which could be used
should the developers choose to open this (I have indicated with a red cross and arrow, photo also below). This would be
even easier as the path is already built.”



The developers are not currently in breach of any conditions, In response to our suggestion, they are raising an argument
that this would require pedestrians to cross the construction access. Our argument has been that they have this crossing
staffed during the construction period and that elsewhere across the District (Marleigh for example) the gatekeeper is able
to manage pedestrians etc crossing the haul route effectively and safely. Elipsiss seem to favour a bus option which we
believe to be less satisfactory – and less convenient for residents also – so less likely to be used. It would also not address
the concerns around the use of a mobility scooter.

James was due to catch up with Stephanie last week but she did not attend the planned meeting. I am therefore escalating
the matter with Taylor Wimpeys’ Director as we share the concern outlined about safety – especially during the winter
months. I will therefore update you further on any progress we make as soon as I hear back from Taylor Wimpey.

Yours sincerely

Stephen Kelly | Joint Director of Planning and Economic Development

3) Cambourne Warm Hub
In response to the cost-of-living crisis and the clear evidence that residents in Cambourne are
facing severe challenges this winter in relation the costs of heating their homes, and the general
increase in demand for services such as foodbanks, Warm Hubs have been established across



South Cambridgeshire with the support of the county council and the district council. The
Cambourne Warm Hub was formally opened on Thursday 24th November by the leader of South
Cambridgeshire District Council, Cllr Bridget Smith. The event was covered by various local press
and media, and was reported on by BBC Look East.

The Warm Hub in Cambourne has been set up by local group Hope Against Poverty, working
with the church, district council, and Cambridgeshire ACRE. Cllr Leeming encouraged those
involved to make contact with the relevant council officers. Whilst it is sad that such a facility is
needed, we can be proud of the work of our community in supporting each other and coming
together during this time of crisis.

4) Mould in rented properties: private and social / council

Cllr Leeming has been working to support residents who have reported mould in their
properties. Following the tragic death of two-year-old Awaab Ishak in Rochdale, this problem
has been placed high on the list of priorities for all councils; both in their own housing stock as
well as in relation to their responsibilities to protect residents in private rented housing. The
district council has publicised how to seek support for any problems with mould, and Cllr
Leeming has been linking residents with relevant council officers where they have highlighted
problems.

5) Bus services

Although the situation with bus services has stabilised somewhat in recent weeks, problems do
remain. Communications with the Cambridge and Peterborough Combined Authority regarding
the changes to the 905 service which have seen it no longer come into Cambourne and no
longer access the CRC site in north Cambridge have been challenged. It transpires that a
campaign was run in St Neots where bus users and councillors wanted the speed of the service
increased by having it go direct to Cambridge and no longer stop in Cambourne. This campaign
was successful, and Cambourne residents have lost out as a result. However, it is also clear that
St Neots residents wanting to access CRC have also lost out and this was not sufficiently
considered. Cllrs Drew and Leeming are continuing to argue for the reinstatement for this
service to Cambourne, with the suggestion that perhaps a balance between “fast” and “slow”
buses be made which will see every other bus come into Cambourne and go to CRC rather than
bypassing our town and going straight to the centre of Cambridge. A petition has been launched
on this to give Cambourne residents the chance to show their disappointment at the removal of
this service from our town.



6) Ukraine – new hosts for guests needed

Cambridge and South Cambs have between them about 500 hosts for Ukraine guests. With the
war in Ukraine continuing, the six-month hosting arrangements have needed to be renewed,
though not all hosts are in a position to do so. Anyone who might be able to provide a spare
room for a guest from Ukraine is asked to get in touch with SCDC. We need new homes for
about 200 people. For this reason we have launched the GOT A SPARE ROOM campaign. If you
are interested all you have to do is text ROOM to 88802.
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/support-for-ukraine-it-all-starts-with-a-spare-room/

7) SCDC Tree Scheme: 6 Free Trees

For the third year running South Cambs is offering free trees to parish councils across the
district to help provide homes and food for wildlife and combat climate change. The Six Free
Trees campaign has seen 390 trees planted across South Cambridgeshire since it was launched
in 2019. Parish Councils have until 21 December 2022 to apply.
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/free-trees-for-a-cleaner-greener-south-cambridgeshire/
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