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CAMBOURNE TOWN COUNCIL 
District of South Cambridgeshire 

 
Full Council Meeting 7th February 2023 

 

Policies 
 

The Town Council has a number of policies which are regularly reviewed many are 
produced by National Association of Local Councils (NALC) and Society of Local 
Council Clerks (SLCC) jointly and independently these have been drafted to meet 
the legislation covering Local Government. From time to time the Town Council 
has to consider whether new policies or guidance documents are required.  
 

1. Guidance on the scattering of ashes. 
 

The Town council has been approached about the possibility of scattering some 
ashes on one of our sports facilities. Therefore, the Town Clerk has researched 
what documentation is available to cover the scattering of ashes. Following 
discussions with the Chairman of the Leisure & Amenities committee, the attached 
guidance notes has been drawn up.  
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That the guidance document on the scattering of ashes on Town Council 
land be adopted. 
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CAMBOURNE TOWN COUNCIL 
District of South Cambridgeshire 

Guidance on the Scattering of Ashes on Town Council Land 
 
Background on Ashes. 
 

What to do with ashes 
When it comes to talking to friends and family about our own funerals, letting 
them know whether we prefer burial or cremation is usually the first and easiest 
thing to talk about with them*. But if, like the majority of Brits, you want to be 
cremated, have you told your loved ones what to do with your ashes? 
What to do with ashes can often lead to great uncertainty, with one in ten people 
saying they couldn’t decide what to do with their loved ones ashes after arranging 
a cremation**. Below, we’ll talk through the options available to try and relieve 
some of the uncertainty, whilst also letting you know a few of the more unusual 
things people have chosen to do with ashes. 
 

So what can be done with ashes? 
Traditionally, ashes are either scattered in a garden of remembrance or a place 
of significance to the deceased, or taken home in an urn and placed on a 
mantelpiece. And while many people still choose to do this, it’s by no means the 
only option available. 
 

Bury 
You can choose to bury your loved ones ashes. This can be in a family plot in a 
cemetery or in a woodland setting or garden. This usually would happen on a 
different day to the funeral so many also arrange a gathering of loved ones to say 
a final farewell. The burial of ashes is also known as the interment of ashes. 
 

Scatter 
One of the most common things people choose to do with ashes is to scatter 
them at the crematorium, or at a place that had special meaning for their loved 
one. This could be in their own garden or in public place, like a park or cliff top. 
There are a few guidelines for scattering ashes which you can read about here. 
 

Keep 
Another option with ashes is to keep them close by. As mentioned above they 
could be kept in an urn either in a house or garden, but there’s also a growing 
trend to put them into jewellery. Either in a locket or combined with glass crystals, 
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this can be a really nice way of allowing multiple members of the family keep a 
loved one close by, as only a small amount of ashes are needed in the jewellery. 
 

Advice on scattering ashes 
Many people choose to scatter the ashes of a loved one in a location with a 
personal meaning or a connection to the person who has died. If you're unsure 
exactly what rules are in place about where you can and cannot scatter ashes, 
we can help. 
 

Here's our guide to help answer some of the common 
questions around scattering ashes. 
 

Where can you scatter ashes? 
In the UK, you can scatter the ashes of someone you love in a variety of open 
places. This can be in a garden of remembrance, in a green space, over water, 
or on private land. 
Some people request to have their ashes scattered in a place that was close to 
their heart. Others may not leave instruction. It's also possible to scatter ashes in 
multiple places, if preferred. 
Here are some examples of where you can scatter ashes: 

• In a churchyard, cemetery or natural burial ground 
• Over the sea, a river or body of water 
• In a national park or public space 
• On private land (back garden, sports ground or private farmland) 

 

Do you need permission to scatter ashes? 
In the UK, there's no explicit law against scattering ashes, as long as you get 
permission from the person who owns the land. 
The scattering ashes laws & regulations in the UK state that you don't need 
permission to scatter ashes on your own land or over a body of water. 
If you want to scatter the ashes over public or other private land, you'll need to 
request the permission from the landowner. That includes parks, commons, 
beaches, or private farmland and churchyards. 
You don’t need to request permission to scatter ashes over a river or in the sea, 
but you should check the advice from the environmental agency first. 
 

Scattering ashes on a family grave or in a 

cemetery 
Not all cemeteries allow scattering ashes, so check with the cemetery directly for 
their rules. If you own a plot of land in the cemetery, you should be able to scatter 
ashes over a family grave. Your funeral director can help you to make these 
arrangements. 
 
Some crematoriums and cemeteries allow scattering of ashes in designated 
areas. 
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Scattering ashes on public land or parks 
To scatter ashes in a public park or green space, you'll need to request 
permission from the local council. Most local councils and park trusts, such as the 
National Trust, will allow this, so long as the environmental guidelines are 
followed. 
 

Scattering ashes at sea or in rivers 
It’s common in some religions, such as Sikhism, to scatter ashes in a body of 
flowing water. This is a popular option for many people, religious or not. 
Whilst you don't need permission from a landowner to scatter ashes over water,  
there are some environmental regulations to consider: 
 

• Make sure the place you choose isn't near a fishery or marina 
• Check that the site is no less than 1km upstream from a water plant or 

reservoir. 
• If possible, choose a day with calm weather so that ashes are not blown 

into neighbouring land or areas. 
•  

How to scatter ashes 
Here are some tips on how to scatter ashes, following UK regulations and 
environmental guidance: 

• Find out who owns the land and seek their permission before you scatter 
ashes. 

• Scatter in a secluded area, ideally away from other people and avoiding 
the main pathways. 

• Be aware of the environment - avoid areas of special conservation and try 
not to disturb the ground. 

• Try to avoid busy periods such as Bank Holidays. 
• Try to avoid windy days. 
• If scattering on a cliff-top, check that no one is walking underneath before 

scattering. 
• Avoid scattering ashes on land where animals are grazing. 
• Use an ashes scattering container, known as a ‘scatter tube’ to help you 

scatter the ashes. 
• Memorials such as benches, plaques or plants should not be placed 

unless permission has been granted by the landowner. 
•  

Scattering ashes ceremony 
You may like to hold a small ceremony around the scattering of ashes. This can 
offer a lovely moment for you to say some words for your loved one as you 
scatter the ashes in your chosen location. 
 

What to say when scattering ashes 
It's up to you what you'd like to say as you scatter ashes. Some people choose to 
say a short prayer or a religious reading as they lay a loved one to rest. Others 
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might share personal stories or final words that they'd want to say to the person 
who has died. Another idea is to read a poem or lyrics from a favourite song. 
 
Whatever you choose to say, it'll be a deeply personal moment between you and 
your loved ones. 
 

Procedure 
• Contact Cambourne Town Council to discuss if ashes ca be scattered on 

Town Council land. 

• Agree with the Town Council a location, date and time for the scattering of 
ashes. 

• It may be possible to purchase and install a memorial bench at the 
location. The Town Council has an approved supplier for the memorial 
bench and can arrange for the supply. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


